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County of San Luis Obispo

COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, RM. 370  SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 93408 * (805) 781-5011

To: Board of Supervisors DAVID EDGE
J; COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
From: Ron Alsop, Office of Emergency Services g»7/(.
Date: July 25, 2006
Subject: Recommendation to Continue the Proclamation of Local Emergency Related to

the Impact of Salmon Fishing Restrictions
Recommendation:

It is recommended that your Board extend for 14 days, to August 8, 2006, the proclamation of
Local Emergency due to federal salmon fishing restrictions and the resulting impacts upon the
salmon industry throughout San Luis Obispo County.

Discussion:

The San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors proclaimed a Local Emergency, effective
June 27, 2006 at 3:00 P.M., for the entire county, due to the serious circumstances of salmon
fishing restrictions imposed by the federal government. These restrictions include no salmon
fishing for an area of about 300 miles along the California coastline. The restrictions have put
the livelihoods of families and businesses dependent upon salmon fishing at risk and have
been and will continue to cause severe economic losses to salmon fisher families, individuals,
and businesses.

In addition, on June 27 County Administrator David Edge made a request to Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger to add San Luis Obispo County to the proclamation of a State of Emergency
he made June 6, 2006 due to the impacts from the significant restrictions that have been
imposed on the State's salmon fisheries. On June 29, Governor Schwarzenegger did add our
county to his State of Emergency proclamation.

A Local Emergency proclamation expires 14 days from the effective date, unless further
extended or terminated. County Code Section 2.80.070 (2) requires that the Board of
Supervisors review the need for continuing the local emergency at least every fourteen days
until such local emergency is terminated. It also states that a proclamation of the termination
of such local emergency occur at the earliest possible date that conditions warrant.

Due to the lack of a regularly scheduled Board of Supervisors meeting within the applicable
14 day timeframe after the June 27, 2006 proclamation of Local Emergency, your Board
delegated the authority to review the need for continuing the local emergency to County §



Administrator and Director of Emergency Services David Edge. Having reviewed the need to
continue the Local Emergency and having concluded that conditions continued to exist
warranting extending the proclamation of Local Emergency, on July 11 CAO/ESD David
Edge did extend the proclamation of Local Emergency for 14 days, to July 25, 2006.

The ability to assist local salmon fishers, as well as those who depend on the industry for their
livelihood, is beyond the resources of the County of San Luis Obispo. While limited state and
federal assistance programs—in the form of the opportunity to apply for low interest loans—
have been put in place to assist those affected by the restrictions, additional assistance is being
considered at the federal and state level. Since the ability to assist those in the local salmon
industry, both fishers and those who otherwise rely on the industry is beyond the capability of
the County, it is recommended your Board continue the Local Emergency for an additional 14
days and the notice of continuance be provided to state and federal elected officials to help
emphasize the need for additional state and federal assistance.

The only action needed to extend the proclamation an additional 14 days is your approval of
this Board of Supervisor’s agenda item. At the end of the 14 day period, on August 8, a
recommendation will again be made to your Board to either extend or terminate the
proclamation of Local Emergency.

Other Agency Involvement:

The County Administrative Office, including the OES division, have been working with state
and federal elected officials in an attempt to help obtain state and federal disaster assistance
for local salmon fishers. In addition, the County Administrative Office/OES has worked with
other counties to provide input into pending state legislation intended to assist salmon fishers
and others dependant on the industry.

Financial Considerations:

As it relates to County financial considerations, there is no measurable impact. There is and
will continue to be a severe impact to local salmon fishers as well as those individuals and
businesses who provide services for or otherwise depend on the salmon fishing industry.
Although there is no estimate on direct financial losses, a recent media report (July 12,
Associated Press) indicates the State of California is reporting to federal officials that
California salmon fishermen are catching roughly 6 percent of the number of fish caught last
year.

Results:

Continuing the proclamation of Local Emergency indicates assistance for those affected by
the restrictions is needed beyond the resources and capabilities of the County and will help
demonstrate the seriousness of the situation to state and federal agencies which can provide
assistance. This in turn may help result in additional state and federal financial assistance
being made available to those affected by the salmon fishing restrictions.





